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"I am sure," the Generalissimo answered drily,
"that Marshal Chang has an excellent policy for
China."
"This is a time of national crisis," Sun countered.
"We hope the Generalissimo will receive the de-
mands of the people."
"I am always ready to consider the demands of
Marshal Chang."
"The one urgent task for China," Sun insisted,
"is to resist Japan. This is the united demand of
the men of the North-west. Why do you not fight
Japan, but instead give the order to fight the Red
Army?"
"I never said I would not fight Japan," said Chiang
indignantly.
"But the Tungpei army demands that you fight
Japan as soon as possible, for their homes have been
seized by the enemy, and all China suffers because of
their loss."
"I am the leader of the Chinese people," Chiang
said firmly. "I represent the nation. I think that my
policy is right, not wrong."
"If you represent the Chinese people, why do you
not resist Japan? This is the demand of the whole
Chinese nation. How can you claim to represent
them when you do not carry out their demands?"
This was a simple logic, of a kind that Chiang had
not heard perhaps for many years. He might have
used very subtle counter-arguments on Kuomintang
politicians, but they were not in order here. By this
time, some inkling of the real situation seemed to
have dawned on him.
"I am a revolutionary," he announced. "I am al-
ways ready to sacrifice myself. I have never changed